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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 8

999 18™ STREET - SUITE 300
DENVER, CO 80202-2466

Phone 800-227-8917
http://www.epa.gov/region08

June 2, 2003

Ref: 8EPR-SR

Mr. Rich Thompson
Stimson Lumber Company
875 Highway 2 South
Libby, MT 59923

Dear Mr. Thompson:

As we discussed last week, EPA recently received several calls regarding the upcoming
auction to be held at the Stimson property in Libby. Callers questioned whether it was safe to
visit the Stimson property, specifically the central maintenance building. EPA visited the central
maintenance building with you last week and discussed the breach in the wall that occurred
during auction set up.

EPA has no reservations with conducting the auction in the Stimson buildings, including
central maintenance. Air and dust sampling conducted in several Stimson buildings last year
showed that while Libby asbestos is present, it is generally present only at very low
concentrations which are not of significant concern for a site visitor. However, given the breach
in the wall of the central maintenance building, as well as the moving of equipment, we
recommend that the central maintenance building be HEPA-vacuumed and/or wiped down
thoroughly prior to the auction. As much of the exposed vermiculite insulation should be
removed as possible. It is my understanding this work is set to occur this week. EPA will
inspect the building prior to the auction to ensure the building is as safe as possible.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. If you have any questions, please call
me at (303) 312-6748.

Sincerely,

Jim Christiansen
Remedial Project Manager
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